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 Dr. Donald MacMaster began serving as Alpena Community College’s seventh 
president on July 1, 2015. He succeeded Dr. Olin Joynton, who retired June 30 after 
serving ACC for 11-1/2 years. 

 While Dr. MacMaster is new to his role as ACC president, he is not new to the 
College or to the community. Dr. MacMaster began his career with ACC in 1991. 
During the past 24 years, Dr. MacMaster has held a myriad of positions, including  
Vice President of Workforce Development, Director 
of the World Center for Concrete Technology, and 
Director of Institutional Research. 

 Dr. MacMaster's expertise includes strategic 
planning and budgeting, institutional research, 
accreditation processes, community and economic 
development initiatives, industry and community 
partnerships, and the development of occupational 
programs. In addition, Dr. MacMaster has obtained 
and managed more than $15 million in state and 
federal workforce training grants. 

 When Dr. Joynton announced his retirement plans in June 2014, the ACC Board of 
Trustees directed President Joynton to develop a mentoring plan for Dr. MacMaster 
which was reviewed by the Trustees on a regular basis. In December 2014, the Board 
approved the preparation of a contract that was subsequently approved at their March 
2015 Board meeting, making Dr. MacMaster the President of Alpena Community College 
effective July 1, 2015. ACC Board of Trustees Chairman John Briggs said, "The Board is 
very excited about the appointment of Dr. MacMaster who we believe has the qualities of 
character, intelligence, compassion, and 'common sense' to lead Alpena Community 
College into the ever changing and challenging future."

 Dr. MacMaster is excited about his new role. “The most gratifying aspect of being 
ACC's president so far has been the support of the community and my colleagues,” said 
Dr. MacMaster. “I believe the strength of ACC resides in the talents of all stakeholders 
working together on behalf of student learning and success.” He plans to build upon 
those strengths while looking for opportunities for growth that expand upon assets in 
Alpena and across the five-county area ACC serves. 

 Dr. MacMaster earned his Doctorate in Community College Leadership from Ferris 
State University in 2014. He also holds a Master of Arts in English degree from Central 
Michigan University and a Bachelor of Arts in English and Communication from the 
University of Michigan. 

  Over the years, Dr. MacMaster has served on various boards and organizations. He 
currently serves on the Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Committee, the 
Board at the Besser Museum for Northeast Michigan and Target Alpena Economic 
Development Corporation, and is a member of the Alpena Rotary Club. 

 A resident of Alpena for the past 24 years, Dr. MacMaster and his wife, Dr. Tina Rossi, 
have four children: Rachel, 23; Joseph, 21; Rebecca, 20; and Sarah 17. 

ACC Has New Leadership

ACC President Don MacMaster

Dr. MacMaster's 
Accomplishments

l	In 2007, he led a team 
that won the National 
Recognition of Excellence 
Award for Workforce 
Development from the 
United States Department 
of Labor.

l	In 2008, he co-chaired 
ACC's successful 10-year 
accreditation effort and 
wrote the College's self-
study report.

l	In 2010, he organized the 
team that developed 
ACC's Marine Technology 
program.

l	In 2011, he wrote and 
managed ACC's first 
National Science 
Foundation grant to study 
carbon sequestration in 
concrete masonry 
products.

l	Between 2011 and 2014, 
he obtained $5.385 million 
in TAACCCT training 
grants, one of six 
community colleges 
nationally to receive 
funding twice in President 
Obama's signature 
American Graduation 
Initiative program.



 Kurt Golder, University of Michigan Men’s Gymnastics Head Coach, was awarded the 
2015 Distinguished Graduate Award at the 62nd Alpena Community College 
commencement ceremony on May 7. 

 Kurt is a native of Alpena and a 1972 graduate of Alpena High School. He earned an 
Associate in Arts degree from Alpena Community College in 1974 and transferred to the 
University of Michigan, where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree from the School of 
Education in 1977. As a student gymnast, Kurt was a three-time letter winner and 
recognized as an All-State Athlete on the still rings in high school. In 1975, he was a 
member of Michigan’s Big Ten Championship team and a Big Ten Finalist, where he was 
ranked in the top 10 by the National Collegiate Athletic Association. 

 Over the past 39 years, Kurt has dedicated his life to mentoring and coaching gymnasts. 
He began his teaching career in 1976 at Ann Arbor Huron High School and led their 
gymnastics team to a state championship title in 1979. From 1979-1984, Kurt assumed the 
position of assistant coach of the men’s gymnastics team at Michigan State University. He 
was also the boy’s program director and head coach of Genesee Valley Gymnastics in Flint, 
Michigan from 1984-1991. Kurt went on in 1991 to serve as an assistant coach at the 

University of Iowa until his appointment as the Wolverine’s head men’s gymnastics coach in July of 1996. 

 During his 19 years as U of M Men’s Gymnastics Head Coach, Kurt has consistently guided his gymnasts to the Big Ten 
Conference, which has resulted in six Big Ten team titles and 30 individual titles. At the 2014 NCAA men’s gymnastics 
team championship, the Wolverines became the first program to win back-to-back national championships in 32 years. 
Kurt has also received numerous individual accolades, including the Big Ten Coach of the Year honors in 1999, 2000, 2013 
and 2014 and the NCAA regional and national coach of the year in 1999, 2010, 2013 and 2014. In addition, he was head 
gymnastics coach for the United States team at the World University Games in 1995, 1997, 2003, and 2007. 

 Kurt’s life-long dream to coach in the Olympics became a reality when he served as the individual coach for U of M 
gymnast Sam Mikulak, who was a member of the U. S. team in 2012. Kurt was named assistant coach of the 2015 Pan 
American Games which were held in Toronto, Canada in July. 

 The Distinguished Graduate Award was established in 1998 by the ACC Foundation, and the award honors ACC 
graduates who have gone on to contribute to society through successful careers. Accepting the award for Kurt was his 
daughter, Roberta, who is a senior at the University of Michigan.

University of Michigan Men's 
Gymnastics Head Coach Kurt 

Golder was named ACC's 2015 
Distinguished Graduate.

Kurt Golder Named 2015 Distinguished Graduate

 Alpena Community College named alumnus Nick Brege as its new Director of 
Facilities Management. He succeeds Tom Ludwig, who retired on April 30 from 
the position he held since 2002. 

 As the Director of Facilities Management at ACC, Nick is responsible for 
overseeing the maintenance, repair, and renovation of ACC’s six buildings 
encompassing over 400,000 square feet, as well as the Huron Shores Campus 
located on the former Wurtsmith Air Force Base in Oscoda. He will supervise 
the maintenance and custodial staff, grounds-keeper, parking attendant, mail 
processing/distribution technician, and work study students assigned to his 
department. In addition, he will work with the numerous volunteers who assist 
the College with its landscaping. 

 Nick has the education and experience needed to excel in this position. Prior to accepting the position with ACC, Nick 
was the Business Unit Manager at Cooper Standard Automotive in Oscoda, where he worked for 11 years and was 
responsible for the day-to-day operations of the North American Multilayer Extrusion Facilities. 

 A native of Black River, Nick graduated from Alcona High School in 1999. He graduated from ACC in 2001 with an 
Associate in Science degree in Pre-Engineering and went on to earn a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical 
Engineering from Kettering University and a Master of Business Administration degree from the University of Michigan. 
Currently, Nick is expected to complete his Ph.D. in Management-Finance through Walden University in 2019. 

 In accepting the position, Nick said he was excited to be returning to his alma mater and the place where he began his 
career in higher education 16 years ago. He said, “My time spent at ACC launched my successful career both as a student 
and in business.”

Nick Brege, ACC Director
of Facilities Management

ACC Hires Alumnus Nick Brege



Roberta Storey (4th from left) accepted the 2015 Distinguished 
Graduate Award on behalf of her father, University of Michigan 
Men's Gymnastics Head Coach, Kurt Golder.

ACC CELEBRATES 2015 COMMENCEMENT

Mary Myers (L) and Brennan Casler (R) received the Anna and 
Jesse Besser Awards, presented by Brian Siegert, Besser 
Company Vice President of Manufacturing. 

Christopher Atkins (L) and Terry McKenzie (R)
were honored by Janet Grant Pfeiffenberger with 
the 2015 John M. Grant Front Runner Award.

Sue Sexton (R) gets a hug from ACC nursing 
instructor, Melanie Thomas, as she receives her 
Level I nursing degree while ACC Nursing 
Instructor, Barbara Jacquemin, looks on.

Left: Matt Muszynski 
celebrates his graduation 
with his wife, Cynthia, and 
son, Henry.

Right: ACC graduates were 
all smiles at the 62nd ACC 
commencement program 
held on May 7.



 This year when alumnus Kevin Sobczak received a bonus 
from his employer, he knew it was time to give back to 
Alpena Community College. Kevin earned an Associate in 
Applied Science degree in Concrete Technology in 2002, 
and since that time, has felt a sense of gratitude to ACC.

 While a student at ACC, Kevin was the recipient of the 
Dale and Judith Dean Scholarship and was very 
appreciative to the Deans for their 
financial support. For Kevin, it has 
now come full circle, and he wants 
to reciprocate and assist future 
concrete technology students. 

 Kevin established the Kevin and 
Bethany Sobczak Scholarship Fund 
with the ACC Foundation. The 
scholarship provides two $250 
scholarships to first- and second- 
year Concrete Technology 
students. In addition, Kevin’s 
employer provides an educational 
matching gift program for its full-
time employees, and they match 
donations dollar-for-dollar. 

 Following his graduation from 
ACC, Kevin’s employment took him 
to Chicago and later to Indiana and 
Kentucky. In 2006, he took a position with LaFarge North 
America in Denver, Colorado. Kevin was a Chronolia and 
Extensia formulator and was responsible for product 
development and innovation of value-added products for 
the Western United States business unit. 

 In 2009, Kevin returned to school and earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Business Management from DeVry 
University in Colorado. He enjoys a satisfying career as a 
quality assurance supervisor with Martin Marietta Materials, 
Inc., of Denver and has been employed with them since 
2013. Martin Marietta Materials, Inc., is a producer of 
aggregates for the construction industry, including 
infrastructure, commercial, agricultural and residential. 

 Kevin said, “ACC’s Concrete 
Technology program has opened 
up a world of opportunities for my 
career, from designing concrete for 
NASA utilizing aggregates from the 
moon, spearheading branded 
product lines, and having 
opportunities to find innovative 
solutions with emerging 
technologies like carbon nano 
tubes, nano silica, or tracer dyes. 
Without the strong technical 
foundation from the Concrete 
Technology program, I wouldn’t be 
where I am today.” He added, “I 
would like to thank Alpena 
Community College and the 
Concrete Technology program 
instructors for giving me the skills 

and resources to make a difference in the world.”

 Kevin and his wife, Bethany, were married in 2012. They 
have two children with a third on the way, and they live in 
Mead, Colorado. 

Alumnus Kevin Sobczak Establishes Scholarship Fund

 The ACC Foundation hosted its 19th Annual Robert M. Granum Memorial 
Scramble for Scholarships on Saturday, August 22, at the River’s Edge Golf 
Club. Under a sunny blue sky, 82 golfers took to the course and helped raise 
a total of $17,208 for ACC students. 

 Lafarge served as the tournament’s corporate sponsor for the 14th 
consecutive year, and a specially-designed plaque was presented to Paul 
Rogers, Lafarge Plant Manager, in recognition of their immense support. 
Golfers enjoyed a barbeque lunch sponsored by Alpena Power Company 
and The Wartosky Group LLC. Alpena Buick-GMC sponsored a hole-in-one 
competition, offering a 2015 Buick Encore to the winner, and Alpena 
Agency, Inc. sponsored a $10,000 cash hole-in-one prize. Beverage sponsors 
included Alpena Beverage Company, Coca-Cola Refreshments, Huron 
Distributors, and the Pepsi Bottling Group. 

 Winning with a score of 55 was the team of Dick Boyce, Bill Peterson, Adam Peterson and Phil Straley (1968 alum). The 
winning foursome earned a golf package to Forest Dunes Golf Club in Roscommon. 

 Since its inception in 1996, the tournament has generated a total of $332,077 and provided hundreds of students with 
scholarship support. Penny Boldrey, ACC Foundation Executive Director, said, “We are extremely thankful to our sponsors 
and golfers for their continued support of this fundraising tournament. However, the real winners of this event are the 
students who will be receiving much-needed scholarships.”

Scramble for Scholarships Another Success!

The 19th Annual Scramble for Scholarship's 
winning team: (from left) Phil Straley, Adam 

Peterson, Dick Boyce and Bill Peterson.

Quality Assurance Supervisor Kevin Sobczak 
(left) and Quality Control Manager Matt 

McCombs (right) oversee a 3,000 yard mass 
concrete pour for a 60-story building in Denver.



 Tim Ratz, Alpena Community College alumnus and welding 
instructor, was named the 2015-16 recipient of the Russell H. and 
Fromilda Y. Wilson Endowed Teaching Chair Award. The endowed 
teaching chair program recognizes and promotes academic 
excellence at ACC by honoring faculty members and providing 
resources for improving instruction, academic programs, and 
professional development.

 The Russell H. and Fromilda Y. Wilson Endowed Teaching Chair 
Award was created in 2004 by the late Lucas E. Pfeiffenberger and 
his wife, Janet G. Pfeiffenberger. The award provides a $5,000 grant 
to a faculty member through a joint funding agreement with the ACC 
Foundation and the Community Foundation for Northeast Michigan. 

 Tim has been part of the ACC faculty since 2003 and was recently named the advisor and instructor of ACC’s new 
Associate in Applied Science degree in Welding Technology Program. He will use the $5,000 award to earn approximately 
400 hours of additional welding training at the Hobart Institute of Welding Technology in Troy, Ohio. This additional 
knowledge will build on the 320 hours of advanced welding training Tim has already received at the Hobart Institute as 
part of his personal professional development plan.

 In addition to his role as advisor and welding instructor at ACC, Tim taught manufacturing technology as well as basic 
and technical math courses. He has also served on various College committees, including the Enrollment Management 
Committee, Safety Committee, and Student Learning Committee. Prior to coming to ACC, Tim worked as a manufacturing 
engineer at Haworth Big Rapids Components, a designer and manufacturer of office furniture and workspaces.

 Tim earned an Associate in Applied Science degree in Machine Tool Technology in 2000 from ACC. He transferred to 
Ferris State University, where he obtained a Bachelor of Science in Manufacturing Engineering Technology in 2002, and in 
2004, received a Master of Science in Technical Education. Tim has also received numerous specialized certifications and 
is nationally certified by the American Welding Society in shielded metal, flux cored, and gas tungsten arc pipe welding. 

 Tim is the 10th recipient of the Russell H. and Fromilda Y. Wilson Endowed Teaching Chair award. Previous ACC alumni 
to receive the award include Mary Jane Thomson, 2006; Roy Smith, 2007; and Melissa Fournier, 2012. 

Alumnus and ACC Welding
Instructor Receives Award

ACC President Don MacMaster and Tim Ratz

 Beginning this fall, students enrolled in Alpena Community 
College’s welding classes will have the opportunity to earn an 
Associate in Applied Science degree in Welding Technology. 

 According to ACC’s Welding Program Advisor and Instructor Tim 
Ratz, welding classes have always been popular. For the past eight 
years, ACC has had a one-year welding fabrication certificate 
program that provides students an opportunity to learn how to weld 
the most common plate metals. However, many students wanted to 
advance their skills, learn how to weld all types of pipe and earn 
additional industry recognized certificates.

 With input from ACC’s Vice President of Instruction Kathy Marsh, 
the welding advisory committee, and its program advisor, it was decided to offer an Associate in Applied Science degree 
in Welding Technology. Students will now have the opportunity to work toward their American Welding Society SENSE 
program level 1 certificate, and with the associate degree option, they will have the additional time to work toward earning 
an AWS level 2 advanced welding certificate.  In addition, students who complete the program can transfer into Ferris 
State University’s welding engineering baccalaureate program.

 As the demand for highly-skilled welders increases, so do the job opportunities. Welders can be found working in 
various industries, including construction, manufacturing, automotive, aerospace, oil, and gas. Tim Ratz was the chief 
architect of the program and said, “It is exciting to be part of the new welding program and to offer our students new 
options.” 

 For more information about the program, call Tim at (989) 358-7268 or e-mail ratzt@alpenacc.edu. 

ACC Expands Its Welding Program

Welding Instructor Tim Ratz and April Peterson



 Alpena Community College alumnus, former ACC 
Foundation trustee, and business leader, Craig Kus, was 
named the recipient of the 2015 Fellow of the College 
Award during the 62nd ACC commencement ceremony 
on May 7. Instituted in 1972 by past 
ACC President Herbert Stoutenberg, 
this distinguished award honors 
individuals who, through a sense of 
purpose, community concern and 
leadership, have enriched the 
educational, cultural, and economic 
lives of the citizens of Northeast 
Michigan. 

 Craig was selected to receive 
ACC’s most prestigious award 
because of his professional 
accomplishments, leadership and 
commitment to the community and 
his service to the College. ACC 
President Emeritus Olin Joynton 
said, “It is certainly a privilege to 
welcome Craig into this select group 
of individuals who have demonstrated 
such an extraordinary level of service to our area.”

 An Alpena native, Craig earned an Associate of Arts 
degree in Business Administration from ACC in 1973, and in 

1975 obtained a Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting 
from Ferris State University. He has spent approximately 35 
years in the banking industry in various roles, including 
President at Alpena Savings Bank, and Community Bank 

President at First of America Bank. 

 Craig helped organize the efforts 
to establish the Bank of Alpena along 
with eight local business leaders, 
serving as its President and Chief 
Executive Officer for 14 years. In 
2014, he assumed the position of 
President and Chief Operating Officer 
at First Federal of Northern Michigan. 

 Craig has actively served in a 
variety of capacities on various 
boards and organizations, including 
Chairman of the Michigan Bankers 
Association Board of Directors, ACC 
Foundation Board of Trustees, 
President of the Alpena Area 
Chamber of Commerce Board of 
Directors, President of Target Alpena, 

a member of Alpena Rotary Club, and the NEMROC Board 
of Directors. In addition, he taught business and accounting 
courses at ACC for several years.
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Craig Kus Named Fellow of the College

ACC President Emeritus Olin Joynton presents
Craig Kus with the Fellow of the College award. 


